Asian equities climbed to a new all-time high as investors added to bets on technology shares, extending last year’s rally in artificial-
intelligence—linked companies. MSCI’s benchmark stock index for the region jumped as much as 1.7%, with chipmakers such as Samsung
Electronics Co. and Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. among the winners. A gauge of emerging markets also advanced to a record,
while equity-index futures for the US and Europe rallied. Bitcoin led gains among cryptocurrencies. Silver surged as much as 4.8% and gold
jumped as much as 2% to above $4,400 an ounce after the US move to oust Venezuela’s president Nicolds Maduro over the weekend.
Copper rallied toward an all-time high amid speculation about tightening supply. Oil fluctuated amid concerns about global crude supply. The
buoyant mood in Asian equities comes after regional stocks posted their strongest start to a year since 2012 on optimism that heavy
corporate investment in tech will bolster earnings growth. For now, the risk-on sentiment is shrugging off concern that geopolitical tensions
will curtail a rally that propelled global equities to their biggest annual gain in eight years.

The EUR/USD pair attracts heavy selling for the second straight day and dives to a nearly four-week trough, around the 1.1670 region, during
the Asian session on Monday. Bearish traders now await a sustained break below the 100-day Simple Moving Average (SMA) before
positioning for an extension of the recent pullback from a three-month top, or levels just above the 1.1800 mark touched on December 24.
Rising geopolitical tensions assist the safe-haven US Dollar (USD) to capitalize on its recent recovery from its lowest level since early October,
which, in turn, exerts pressure on the EUR/USD pair. That said, dovish US Federal Reserve (Fed) expectations might cap gains for the USD.
Furthermore, the growing acceptance that the European Central Bank (ECB) is done cutting rates could support the shared currency and the
currency pair.
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USDCHF 0.7922 0.7951 0.7916 3 years IRS 3.337 3.346

AUDUSD 0.6691 0.6696 0.6665 5 years IRS 3.460 3.475
NzDUSD 0.5762 0.5772 0.5743 S&P 500 futures rose 0.2% as of 2:05 p.m. Tokyo time. Japan’s Topix
The Bloomberg Dollar Spot Index rose 0.3%. The euro fell 0.3% to ~ rose 2.1%. Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 rose 0.1%. Hong Kong’s Hang
$1.1682. The Japanese yen fell 0.3% to 157.28 per dollar. The Seng was little changed. The Shanghai Composite rose 1.1%. Euro

offshore yuan fell 0.1% to 6.9776 per dollar. Bitcoin rose 1.5% to Stoxx 50 futures rose 0.6%. The yield on 10-year Treasuries was little
$92,574.01. Ether rose 0.7% to $3,164.26. West Texas Intermediate changed at 4.18%. Japan’s 10-year yield advanced six basis points to

crude fell 0.5% to $57.03 a barrel. Spot gold rose 1.7% to $4,405.77 2.120%. Australia’s 10-year yield declined three basis points to
an ounce. 4.81%
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Disclaimer: Any information contained in this document should not be construed as an offer, invitation, solicitation, or advice of any kind to buy or sell any financial products or services offered by
Bank Dhofar S.A.0.G (“Bank Dhofar S.A.0.G”), unless specifically stated so. Foreign exchange and derivative transactions involve numerous risks including among others, market, counterparty
default and illiquidity risk. Before entering into any transaction you should take steps to ensure that you understand the transaction and have made an independent assessment of the
appropriateness of the transaction in the light of your own objectives and circumstances, including the possible risks and benefits of entering into such transaction. You may consider asking advice
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